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PART A. Complete three (3) of the following four (4) questions. Each question is worth 25%. 
Allow approximately thirty (30) minutes to complete each question in Part A. 
(Use a separate booklet for each question in Part A.) 


A1. Describe the three soil types observed at Clark’s Farm. Discuss their key properties and 
strengths and weaknesses for agricultural production. 
(Use a separate booklet for each question in Part A.) 


A2. Select two plant growth processes from the following list: photosynthesis, transpiration, 
respiration, nutrient uptake, translocation. For both processes you select, describe the 
resources and mechanisms involved, and explain why they are important for crop growth, 
using examples from agricultural situations. 

(Use a separate booklet for each question in Part A.) 


A3. Choose one animal production industry in Australia and discuss the breeds used, the 
main features of the production system over an annual cycle, markets into which produce is 
sold, and the key production constraints for that industry. 

(Use a separate booklet for each question in Part A.) 


A4. Farmers in Australia must adapt to the cost price squeeze. Describe the cost price 
squeeze and, using examples, explain strategies a farmer can use to avoid its 
consequences. 

(Use a separate booklet for each question in Part A.) 
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PART B. Complete all of the following ten (10) questions. Each question is worth 2.5%. 
Allow approximately three (3) minutes to complete each question in Part B. 
Use a separate booklet for Part B. 


B1. Why are spaces between soil particles important? 


B2. What does aluminium do to plants at low pH? What is the approximate pH threshold for 
this issue to occur? 


B3. How is rainfall in South-East Queensland distributed throughout the year, and what 
implications does this have for agricultural production? 


B4. What is the function of growth regulators (hormones) in plants? Name two types of plant 
hormones. 


B5. Using examples, explain the difference between direct and indirect damage types due to 
pests and diseases. 


B6. What are the advantages of cross breeding and composite breeds in animal production? 


B7. What influences feed intake of grazing livestock? 


B8. What are the strengths and weaknesses of extensive animal production systems? 


B9. What is opportunity cost? Why is it important in farm decision making? 


B10. Describe three ways to increase profitability in a farming enterprise. Give examples. 


Please remember - This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so will result in 
the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 


